VILLAGE OF MERRIONETTE PARK

Spring / Summer 2021

A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR JOSE

First and foremost I would like to thank everyone for the opportunity
to serve as your Mayor. I look forward to working alongside our
residents as we return to our safe and normal lives this summer.
Our Village has experienced several improvements and updates over
the past few months which will continue throughout the summer. We
appreciate your patience as these projects are completed. Additional
details can be found in sections following this message.
As restrictions are lifted and we return to enjoying socializing with our
friends and family, I look forward to seeing everyone at our Village
events this summer. Check the Events Page for more details.
Once again thank you and I hope everyone continues to be safe and
healthy for the remainder of 2021.

Mayor Jose

Mayor Jose Nevarez Jr.
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MAYOR

Jose A. Nevarez Jr.

Jose.Nevarez@merrionettepark.org

VILLAGE CLERK

VILLAGE UPDATES
Big changes coming to Kiddie Park
Construction at Kiddie has begun and will be complete in the next few weeks. The new
park equipment will have play areas for all ages including accessibility for individuals with
disabilities. The park will be rededicated to the Men and Women of our Village that have
served our country. Please be on the look out for the dedication ceremony.

Kelly White

Kelly.White@merrionettepark.org

TRUSTEES

Dan McDermott

Chairperson of Buildings and Grounds
Daniel.Mcdermott@merrionettepark.org

Nancy Kavales
Chairperson of Finance
Nancy.Kavales@merrionettepark.org

Ronald Heveran
Chairperson of Water and Sewer
Ronald.Heveran@merrionettepark.org

Water Main Project Complete
The IEPA Water Main replacement was
completed on Meadow Lane and is the
restoration phase. The project was funded
by IEPA to help improve water flow to
residents

Kelly Sawyer
Chairperson of Laws and Ordinances
Kelly.Sawyer@merrionettepark.org

Pamela Torres
Chairperson of Pubic Safety
Pamela.Torres@merrionettepark.org

Kelly Eggert
Chairperson of Streets and Sidewalks
Kelly.Eggert@merrionettepark.org
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Kedzie Resurfacing Project
The Kedzie avenue resurfacing project
has begun and is anticipated being
completed by September 2021.

VILLAGE CLERK - KELLY WHITE
I hope that everyone is doing well! This past year has been difficult for all of us but I am
looking forward to things getting back to normal. I hope that everyone has a safe and
enjoyable summer. –Village Clerk Kelly White

Take Care of Your Pets
With all the nice weather we have had, we have received some complaints about our friendly dogs. Please make sure that you are
picking up after your dog, it is the proper thing to do!
Permits
Everyone who will be doing home improvements, please make sure you apply for permits. Permits will be reviewed and will be
approved 24-48 hours after we receive the paperwork, so please keep that in mind.
Before a permit will be issued, your water bill needs to be paid in full. With that being said, if you are behind in your bill, PLEASE
contact us so we can help you work out an agreement.

YOU CAN NOW PAY YOUR WATER BILL ONLINE!
Visit merrionettepark.org today for more information!

Village Vehicle Sticker
As a reminder, you can come and receive your FREE VEHICLE STICKER, please make
sure you have your renewal or if you did not receive one please bring in your registration
and proof of residency. You must have them displayed in your vehicle window by July 1,
2021.
After July 1, 2021 you will be charged and there will be a late fee also; so please make
sure you stop in by July 1st! We hope that everyone has a safe and enjoyable summer.
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

As your newly appointed Director of Public Works, I would like to thank the Mayor, Board of Trustees, and the taxpayers of Merrionette Park for
this opportunity. I have been in the public works field for over 30 years, and I hope to bring my knowledge and experience to Merrionette Park.
I look forward to providing the traditional services to the community while implementing new ideas and programs for the residents. I hope my
knowledge and experience will serve you well.
Thank you again for the opportunity and please remember to drive carefully through construction zones.

- Director of Public Works Jack Lind

We at Public Works would
like to thank our former
director Paul Jankuski for
his service to the Village
of Merrionette Park and
we wish him well on his
retirement.
Paul Jankuski
Former Director of Public Works

Jack Lind (left), Jeff Maurer, Mark Markam, Tom Tracy

A LETTER FROM YOUR CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

Hello Merrionette Park residents. Summer is approaching and many residents enjoy spending time outdoors. Whether it is riding bikes, going for
a walk, or walking our furry friends, keeping the village clean and safe is priority. I would like to recommend all residence of a few ordinances
that are in place. However, this is the time of year in which complaints for the following ordinances are on the rise.
● Weeds, grass or undergrowth should not exceed 6” from the ground.
● Garbage should not be placed by the curb until 6:00 PM on the day before pickup. All containers must be removed by 9:00 PM on the
day of pickup. One large item a week may be added for garbage disposal. Times may vary for weeks in which a holiday exist. You may call
the Village to verify garbage pickup dates.
● All dogs must be leashed and waste must be picked up from your dog while walking.
● Inoperable motor vehicles or parts thereof shall not be stored, except in a closed garage, on any residential premises not permitted too
remain in a state of major disassembly, stripped and/or dismantled, for a period longer than 48 hours. No currently unregistered motor
vehicle shall be parked on any property in residential district. At no time shall any vehicle undergo major body work in residential district.
Violations to these may result in a fine.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding these ordinances, or any other ordinances, please feel free to contact the Village and I would
be happy to discuss any of them with you. Together, we can continue making Merrionette Park a great place to live.
Thank you,

Vicky Soderlund
Code Enforcement Officer
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

The Merrionette Police Department is excited to have our country somewhat back to normal now that the pandemic
positivity rate is declining. We in law enforcement faced unprecedented challenges over the past year. I want to thank
my officers and civilian staff for continuing their hard work throughout the pandemic. While the country was mostly shut
down, they worked even harder to continue protecting our communities. I would also like to thank our residents for their
continuing support of our police and fire departments.

												 – Police Chief John Palcu

Drive Safe this Summer
With the warm weather arriving more kids are out playing. Please
drive slowly, stop at all posted signs and be aware of our children
playing near streets. Speed radar is run daily and all of our officers
have been instructed to make traffic stops on the side streets as well
as our main streets such as Kedzie, 119th, and 115th.
The Police Department has started a traffic detail where a few officers
work together just to enforce traffic flow during high traffic hours.
Heavy, overweight trucks can ruin our streets, so the Department
has sent officers for special training and started certified truck
enforcement patrols in the village. This will save our streets and have
trucks re-route around our town.
“Smart 911”
The Police Department urges residents to stay informed of events
or emergency notifications by signing up online for our notification
program at “Smart 911”. Please keep us informed of any suspicious
activity you may see in town. Don’t hesitate to call 911 or another
number to program for faster service is (708) 396-3171.

Neighborhood Watch
Neighborhood Watch meetings resume this May. We welcome all
residents to attend these informal and informative neighborhood
meetings where we discuss the issues that can be resolved by the
police department. Meetings are on the last Monday of the month at
Bourbon Street Restaurant at 6pm. We hope you will come out and
meet your police department and have an appetizer.
Advisory Board
The Advisory Board meetings will resume shortly. This is an appointed
group of residents that work with the police chief to give ideas on
the community’s needs. We meet monthly to discuss many issues
involving the community. Anyone interested in joining the group when
openings are available should email or contact Chief Palcu.
National Night Out
The Police Department will host their National Night Out on
August 3rd. Join them behind the Police Station for a family fun event.
For more information call the police station (708) 396-3170 or stop by
the neighborhood watch meeting. Volunteers are always welcome.

Community Service Officers (CSO)
The Police Department is dedicated to bringing proactive community policing in our village. You may have seen a community service officer
(CSO) in town. You may see these officers walking through the village as well as the business district. We have expanded our CSO team and
have been performing bike patrols throughout the village. We will continue to think outside the box to bring exciting programs to you.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Merrionette Park Fire Department is pleased announce on May 20, 2021 at 7:00am, we
upgraded our ambulance to Advanced Life Support. We will now have certified paramedics on shift
twenty-four hours a day. This was a collaborative effort to enhance our services to the residents. I
would like to thank Mayor Jose Nevarez and the Village Board of Trustees for their support of this
program.
The Merrionette Park Fire Department started providing fire-based emergency medical services
at a basic life support level in 1967 under Fire Chief Fred Eggert. In the last fifty-four years the
Merrionette Park Fire Department has saved countless lives under the Basic Life Support System.
Moving forward we will now be able to manage patients using advanced cardiac and respiratory
techniques. We will also be able to administrate life-saving medication and more efficiently manage
the overall care of the patient. We look forward to serving our residents and neighbors with this
new upgraded service.
						
– Fire Chief Thomas Wendt

Chief Wendt receives his Chief Fire Officer Certificate from
the Illinois State Fire Marshal
On May 19, 2021, Illinois State Fire Marshal Matt Perez was in
Merrionette Park to present Chief Thomas Wendt his Chief Fire Officer
Certificate.
The Chief Fire Officer Certification is the highest and most prestigious
certificate in the Illinois Fire Service.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT
This summer the Merrionette Park Fire Department is offering a variety of
programs to help our residents maintain safe, happy, and healthly lives.
Child Car Seat Installation / Inspection
The Merrionette Park Fire Department is proud to offer child car seat
installations and inspections. The Fire Department has two members
that attended the thirty-hour car safety seat installation class. We can
assist residents in properly installing car seats and will check existing
car seats for proper installation.
Contact the fire station at (708) 396-3180 or email Chief Wendt
at thomas.wendt@merrionettepark.org to schedule a time for this
service.

Smoke Alarm Program
The Merrionette Park Fire Department will be continuing with the free
smoke alarm program. Residents can contact us to come to their
home and check their smoke alarms. Our staff will ensure they are
working and properly placed throughout your home. Smoke alarms
that need to be replaced will be replaced and installed by our staff
free of charge.
Our fire department partnered with the Office of the Illinois State Fire
Marshal to provide the smoke alarm free of charge.

Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Checks
Residents are invited to stop by the fire station to have our staff evaluate your blood pressure and/or blood sugar. Our residents can also contact
the fire station (708) 396-3180 and schedule a time for our staff to come to your home and complete the screening.
Always remember to call 911 if you are experiencing a medical emergency.

TIPS TO STAY

Cool

THIS SUMMER

The Merrionette Park Fire Department would like to remind our residents
to stay hydrated and use sun screen this summer.

HEAT STROKE

HEAT EXHAUSTION

What to look for:
● High body temperature (103°F or higher)
● Hot, red, dry, or damp skin
● Fast, strong pulse
● Headache
● Dizziness
● Nausea
● Confusion
● Losing consciousness (passing out)

What to look for:
● Heavy sweating or cold, pale, and clammy skin
● Fast, weak pulse
● Nausea or vomiting
● Muscle cramps
● Tiredness or weakness
● Dizziness
● Headache
● Fainting (passing out)

What to do:
● Call 911 right away-heat stroke is a medical emergency
● Move the person to a cooler place
● Put cool, wet cloths on your body or take a cool bath

What to do:
● Move to a cool place and sip water
● Loosen your clothes
● Put cool, wet cloths on your body or take a cool bath

*GET MEDICAL HELP RIGHT AWAY IF YOU ARE THROWING UP, YOUR SYMPTOMS GET WORSE,
OR IF THEY LAST LONGER THAN 1 HOUR.
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MERRIONETTE PARK
EVENT CALENDAR
JUNE 2021

JUNE 9 – Public Safety Meeting
7:00 PM at Village Hall
JUNE 9 – Committee Meeting
7:30 PM at Village Hall
JUNE 16 – Village Board Meeting
7:30 PM at Village Hall
JUNE 26-27 – Village Garage Sale

JULY 2021

AUGUST 2021

AUGUST 3 – National Night Out
5:30 PM at the Police Station with games,
food, and other various activities
AUGUST 11 – Public Safety Meeting
7:00 PM at Village Hall

AUGUST 18 – Village Board Meeting
7:30 PM at Village Hall

SEPTEMBER 2021

JULY 14 – Committee Meeting
7:30 PM at Village Hall

SEPTEMBER 8 – Public Safety Meeting
7:00 PM at Village Hall

JULY 22 – Movie Night
Hosted in collaboration with the
Merrionette Park Baseball Program.
Food and Snacks will be available for
purchase. Rain date, July 28.

The Village wants to extend our
heartfelt thanks for the over
25 years of service from outgoing
Mayor Dennis Magee and
Trustee John Duffy.
Congrats on your retirement!

AUGUST 11 – Committee Meeting
7:30 PM at Village Hall

JULY 4 – Independence Day
JULY 14 – Public Safety Meeting
7:00 PM at Village Hall

JULY 21 – Village Board Meeting
7:30 PM at Village Hall

THANKS TO OUR
OUTGOING
LEADERSHIP!

SEPTEMBER 6 – Labor Day

SEPTEMBER 8 – Committee Meeting
7:30 PM at Village Hall
SEPTEMBER 15 – Village Board Meeting
7:30 PM at Village Hall
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