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From The Fire Chief:
Thank you for taking time to review the Merrionette Park Fire
Department annual report. I would like to start by thanking
Mayor Nevarez and the Village Trustees for the continued
support of our fire department. Without support from our
Village Administration we would not have the capabilities to
support our residents and visitors to our village in their time of
need.
The Merrionette Park Fire Department is always evolving and
changing with the times. 2020 proved to be the most
challenging due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Our fire
department had to change the way we respond to calls and
adapt to a new way of patient care and transport. We were able
to adapt to the new challenge and provide excellent customer
service while ensuring the safety of our patients and staff. The
fire department was able to answer all calls for service meeting
or exceeding national response time criteria.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic our public education and fire
prevention events were paused. The fire prevention bureau
completed all fire safety inspections and ensured our business
and medical districts were operating safely.
We were able to keep our longstanding parade traditions going
with the implementation of socially distanced Halloween and
Christmas parade. I would like to recognize Mayor Nevarez
for bringing the socially distanced parade idea. Our entire
community was able to participate and enjoy the parades with
his concept.
As a resident of Merrionette Park, I am grateful to Mayor
Nevarez and the Village Administration for allowing me to lead
such a great department in such a great village. I will continue
to keep the Merrionette Park Fire Department moving in a
positive direction encompassing modern technology and
techniques.
We will always strive to give our residents and visitors the best
quality service and care to the best of our ability.

Thank you for taking the time to review our annual report. I
can be reached at (708) 396-3180 x4224 or
Thomas.Wendt@merrionettepark.org to answer any questions.
Thomas J. Wendt
Fire Chief
Village of Merrionette Park
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Call Volume

In 2020 The Merrionette Park Fire Department
responded to 1197 calls for service in the
following categories:
•

Fire Responses—282

•

Emergency Medical Services (EMS) - 448

•

Hazardous Materials—60

•

Service Call—407

National Average Response Time—Arrive on
the scene within 6 minutes 90% of the time

71 % of our calls were within the Village of
Merrionette Park

Merrionette Park Fire Department average
response time— 3 minutes 53 seconds meeting
the 6 minute threshold 92% of the time.

29 % of our calls were assisting our
neighboring communities with EMS, Fire or
service related calls

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Call Volume
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Total

2016
62
56
71
52
67
80
78
51
86
86
46
69
804

2017
78
62
68
58
107
85
94
67
102
80
78
104
983

2018
100
77
101
78
72
78
72
83
64
66
96
102
989

2019
113
135
108
124
131
103
90
97
93
106
115
132
1347

2020
104
106
98
78
93
105
85
95
112
111
117
93
1197
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Call Volume By Vehicle
SUPPORT VEHICLES
Support Vehicle—2600
This vehicle is assigned to the Fire Chief and
is also used by senior leadership.
This vehicle responded to 201 incidents in
2020

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Support vehicles are vital to the operation of the Merrionette Park Fire Department. These
vehicles save the department in vehicle maintenance and fuel by not sending a fire engine or fire
truck on every incident. These vehicles are equipped with basic life support equipment and at
times will arrive on the scene prior to the ambulance (if the ambulance is on another incident) and
start patient care.

Additionally, these vehicles are mobile command posts that are utilized at fire related calls, motor
vehicle accidents, hazardous materials incidents and specialized rescue incidents.
Combined these support vehicles responded to 756 incidents in 2020
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Support Vehicle—Battalion 26
This vehicle is primarily utilized by
department leadership as an on-call
supervisor vehicle. Department leadership
utilizing this vehicle supplements the
current staffing of two people in the station.
The on-call supervisor is a cost saving
measure that provides extra manpower
without having to call the entire department
back for every call. This also provides
command and control on emergency
incidents by having a supervisor respond
directly to the scene
This vehicle responded to 555 incidents in
2020
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Call Volume
FIRE APPARATUS

Engine Company—2613
This vehicle responds to all fires or
alarms in residential and multifamily structures and automobile
fires
This vehicle responded to 346
incidents in 2020
* This vehicle will be 24 years old
in 2021

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Truck Company—2664

This vehicle responds to all fires or fire
alarms in commercial and industrial
structures, all hazardous materials
incidents, specialized rescue incidents
and automobile accidents
This vehicle responded to 228 incidents
in 2020

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paid on call
Our paid on call program is used to call back manpower when
the department is experiencing multiple calls in progress. We
also use the program during certain types of incidents such as
fires, auto accidents, major EMS calls or special events.
Our paid on call program was utilized 119 times in 2020
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Emergency Medical Services
Ambulance 2682 - 2009 Horton
This is our frontline ambulance that
responds to all requests for
Emergency Medical Services.
In 2020 this ambulance responded to
476 calls for service.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Emergency Medical Services (EMS) is the cornerstone of our fire department. In 2020 our fire
department responded to 443 emergency medical incidents. The Merrionette Park Fire
Department utilizes two basic life support ambulances. In addition to the basic life support
equipment our ambulances carry 12 lead monitors. These monitors are utilized for an array of
incidents including but not limited to chest pains, abdominal pains, and back pain. We are
able to perform in the field EKG’s and transmit the results to the hospital prior to leaving the
patients home. This allows the emergency room doctor to determine if the patient should be
bypassed from the emergency room to a specialty area of the hospital. This process saves
precious minutes thus giving the patient a better chance of survival from a major medical
event.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ambulance 2662—2006 Road Rescue
The ambulance responds when to all
second EMS calls in progress. Meaning
when the frontline ambulance is
committed on another call this ambulance will respond.
In 2020 the ambulance responded to 33
calls for service.
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Emergency Medical Services

Basic Life Support to Advanced life Support
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Merrionette Park Fire Department offers Basic Life Support ambulance service for our residents
and visitors. This program was started in 1967 by Retired Chief Fred Eggert and is still serving the
community well. The Merrionette Park Fire Department has reached a point that we need to start
considering moving our ambulance program to Advanced Life Support. My staff and I have come to
this conclusion after studying call volume, patient trends, transport times after Metro South Medical
Center closed and the expansion of the medical district in our village.
In our medical district, the village has a heart care center, dialysis center and a large medical center.
We respond to our medical district multiple times per month and treat and transport patients that
would benefit from advanced life support care.
An advanced life support ambulance is staffed with a licensed paramedic. The paramedic can
administer life saving drugs, administer advanced cardiac and respiratory care and treat emergencies
in the field. Providing an advanced life support ambulance will allow us to more efficiently and
effectively treat our residents and visitors in emergency prehospital care.
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Fire Prevention
Fire prevention in any community is of the upmost importance, our community
is no different. The Merrionette Park Fire Department conducts fire and life
safety inspections at all of the commercial and industrial properties in our
community.
The Merrionette Park Fire Prevention Bureau has conducted pre-fire planning
in all of our commercial, industrial and educational occupancies. Pre-fire
planning helps our first responders ascertain various aspects of the building
such as lay-out of the occupancy, hazards associated with the occupancy, closest
fire hydrant, occupancy levels at different times of the day, etc. These pre-fire
plans are stored in the fire apparatus for quick reference in the event of a fire
incident.
In 2020 the Fire Prevention Bureau conducted 60 fire inspections in all of our
commercial / industrial businesses.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Special Rescue

In addition to our normal activities,
there are times where a special
rescue is needed. This particular
rescue involved rescuing 5 ducklings
from inside a storm sewer.
Lieutenant Alston with the
assistance from Ofc. Knight from
the Merrionette Park Police
successfully removed all ducklings
that fell into the sewer. Mother
duck was very appreciative.
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Training
Training is essential in the fire service to keep up to date with the latest techniques and trends. Our
personnel train on a minimum of four subjects per month and on-duty personnel train a minimum
of one hour per shift. The minimum required training places us in compliance with industry standards for the Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal (OSFM), Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and National Fire Protection Association (NFPA). In addition to the required
minimum training, our personnel train on a wide variety of subjects to ensure a proper state of

The Merrionette Park Fire Department participates in the Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal
(OSFM) certification program. Each OSFM certification has a rigorous training program
(classroom and practical) that must be successfully completed prior to certification.
In 2020 our personnel completed 6,301 training assignments for a total of 8017.65 training hours.
This averages to 267.25 hours of training for each fire department employee. All of our personnel
are trained to the basic firefighter level and emergency medical technician level and all of the officers are participating in the fire officer training through the OSFM.
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Community Events
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic were limited to a couple community events.
•

Socially Distanced Halloween Parade

•

Socially Distanced Christmas Parade

We hope 2021 will be a better year for our annual
community events!
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In Memory of Retired Chief Fred Eggert
This report is dedicated to the memory Retired Fire Chief Fred Eggert. Chief Eggert passed
away at his home in Merrionette Park on January 4, 2021. Chief Eggert served the Village of
Merrionette Park as Fire Chief from 1960 – 1977. Chief Eggert laid the groundwork for the
Fire Department that we have today. In 1967, Chief Eggert was instrumental in bringing
emergency medical services to the fire department. This program was so successful that it is
still being used today. Being a true public servant Chief Eggert became Mayor of the Village
of Merrionette Park and continued to move our community forward.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Celebrating 72 Years of Service to the
Village of Merrionette Park
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